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THINKING OUTS

A couple of late season secrets fo help
you score more offshore. By Freddy Gamboa

or years, mung and mahi have been a favorite quar-

oy for both the inshore and offshore fisherman.

Thers are numesons time-rested techniques that
fishermen have wsed o land these great game fish, althoogh
i few anglers have taken it a bit further in terms of soratesry,

Thisk of everything that everyone shways does as being

what's inside of the box — those few extreas thar can stack
the odds in your faver are what happens when you think
outside of the b,

TROLLING /CHUM TECHMIQUE

This is a technique that | use when trolling around lob-
#ter pots or Hoating debris while looldng for mahi mahi,
It's a timing technique which takes good communication
berween capisin and crew,

Upon armiving to the soructure T instrect my crew to
grab a hancful of live killies - cut-up chunks of butterfish,
squid, or bunker work also - and have them stand on the
same fide of the strucoure T will be molling by Diepending
on wind and current I have him throw the bait at least one
boat lenpth ahead and towards the structare. This techs
nique allows for any delphin in the area the oppormunity to
find the bait by scent or sight and come near the serface in
the path of my boat. This then allows my tralling spread o
chance of running over mahi who already tried my appetiz-

er and opportunity to cat 2 full meal of trolling huves.

I particalarly lifee this rechniqoe because it allows me to
quickly and effectvely work over numerous lobster pots in
a given area withoat having to run and gun wo each pot,
thereby missing any fish in between. I can also view whar
type of predators, in addifion to quantity and quality, that
are available by allowing me a clear window before my
wake arrives. Numesous times | have seen multiple fish
come to the surface to inspect the bait but onfy have one
fich eat the bait. Using this technigque allows me to make a
choice to make another pass or break out the light spinning
ourfits and have a ball

FINETUNING THE SPREAD

On my boar, Andrea’s Tow, | have the hooory of having &
9-foot beam that allows me to- troll seven rods easily with-
out tangles. I use 2 W partern tralling spresd to run my
lores at 5 to 8 knots depending on sea conditions. On my
long rigger I run o ballvhoo dressed with o Billy Bair,
Zuker, or Tuna Clone in the sixth or seventh wave, green
mrachine with a bird i the cenber rigger 100 yards back, on
the short rigger o squid spreader bar in the fourth or tifth
wave, and a squid daisy chain or Magnum CD plug in the
flat line position in the clear alley off my prop wash, usual-
by in the second or third wave.
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While this spread is pretty much standard among fishermen with a few
meie variationd here and there, what I [ke to-do-= o bit outside of the box s
® were — is to run all the luses on the port dde in one color and the lures on
e searboard side 0 completely different color. My logic i sinple - depending
o the water clarity, sun penetration, or surface wave disruption, cermin colors
sk better than others. 1 let the fish decide which color they prefer on that
persiculer day, and s 1 stare to get consistent action on one particular cobor, 1
ssmplstelr switch all the lures o the hot colar of the day.

Typually, T Hke to srart with green/yellow on one side and black/purple an
e oshier, The reasoning behind these two colors is they are in complets con-
s af sach other, giving the fish totally different silhouettes against thie sur-
Ss=r of the water

Hopefully by adding a few out of the box idzas to your time tested tech-
mmpurs, you will see your pelagic catches increase in the upcoming seasons.
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FUEL TANKS

ANY SIZE - ANY SHAPE

Aluminum Tanks for
Gas Or Diesel
Tested & Certified To U.5.C.Q. Spec.
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ATLANTIC COASTAL WELDING INC.
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Don'’t Leave The Dock
Without Us.

We Are Marine Insurance
Specialists.

For the past 20 years,

our sraff has been insuring boats,
vachi, commetcial charter boats;
and marinas. Whatever your need.
And at the right price. Through
our direct computer links

with insurance carriers, we

can often quete,

bind, and ssue your

policy right from our

office, Please call us

for a free competitive
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Fleet Insurance Services, LLG

2421 Arbimle Averoe, Minssquan, NJ 05736
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